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reward. The fame of Hsu Yen and Hsu Pu spread so that when
Ming Ti ascended the throne and issued an order to the provincial
authorities to seek out new talents for the court they were enthusi-
astically recommended. At first they were loath to leave behind
their simple life and the tutelage of their eldest brother, but the
latter urged upon them the duty of serving their sovereign and sent
them to court, where in due time they rose to high positions and
earned reputations for themselves only slightly less eminent than
the one their brother had earned before them. Then one day they
suddenly received a letter from Hsu Wu, which read as follows:
For a commoner to receive summons from the court and to rise
among the ranks of the nine ministers is the highest honor that can
come to a man. Yet the two Shus said well: 'He who knows content-
ment will not suffer humiliation; he who knows when to stop will avoid
disaster.9 Since you two have no unique talents that raise you above ..the
rest of mankind, it is best for you to show courage in retirement and
vacate your positions for more worthy men.
Upon receipt of this letter Yen and Pu immediately sent in their
resignations, which the Emperor twice refused but accepted the
third time. Then the brothers hastened home by traveling night and
day and presented themselves before their eldest brother. The day
following their arrival Hsu Wu prepared a feast to which he invited
all the elders of the village and at which he revealed certain things
which proved the truth of the poem:
Just as the quail knows nothing of the roc,
And the river god of the capacities of the oceans,
So would the anxieties of the Sages' minds
Be beyond the surmise of the vulgar multitude.
Even before he spoke, Hsu Wu's tears began to flow, to the
bewilderment of his neighbors and his younger brothers. The latter
knelt before him and asked, "Brother, why do you grieve?" and
Hsu Wu answered: "I have something which I have kept to myself
lor several years and of which I must speak now." And then, point-